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Table 1. Summarized information (species and respective place of species examine) from Revised Handbook to the Flora of Ceylon-Volume IX 

and XIV. 

Species Place of specimens examined and year  Volume  Reference  

Enhalus acoroides 
Opposite Jaffna, Feb 1890; Jaffna Lagoon, 24 Oct 1973; Puttalam Lagoon, 

23 Mar 1926; Karativu Island, off Kalpitiya, May 1883; Dutch Bay, 

Karaitivu, 10 July 1932. 

IX 

 

 

Philcox (1995) 

Halophila beccarii 
Muthur, S of Trincomalee, 19 May 1932; 20 km S of Batticaloa, June, May 

and Aug 1885 

IX 

 

Halophila decipiens Chilaw, in 6 fathoms of water, Apr 1881. IX 

Halophila ovalis 

Jaffna, 3 Feb 1890; Thondaimanar Lagoon, 8 July 1971; near Jaffna, 23 

June 1973; along Chempiyanpattu cause way, 8 July 1971; Pearl Banks, 

off Arippu, 1860—1861; Mannar Flats, Feb 1890; Alampil, S of 

Mulaitivu, 7 July 1971; Mulaitivu, 6 July 1971; Foul Point, Trincomalee, 

Sep/Dec 1853; Puttalam Lagoon, 1 Oct 1926; Kalpitiya, l870; Negombo, 

9 Apr 1931; Blue Lagoon, Negombo, 4 July 1978. 

 

 

 

IX 

Thalassia hemprichii 
Jaffna Lagoon, 24 Oct 1973; off Dholy Island, Feb 1890; Karainagar, 14 

Oct 1970; Puttalam Lagoon, 23 Mar 1826; Weligama Bay, 26 July 1882; 

Dondra Head, 24 Feb 1881. 
IX 

Cymodocea serrulata Karaitivu, Dutch Bay; Pallugaturai; Trincomalee, Galle. XIV 

Wadhwa (2000a) 
Halodule uninervis Tampalakam Bay, Trincomalee; Negombo; Weligama Bay; Galle. XIV 

Syringodium 

isoetifolium 
Pallugaturai; Galle; Bentota; Weligama; Batticaloa; Puttalam; Mannar. XIV 

Ruppia maritima Thondamanar Lagoon, Feb 1889; Hambantota, Salt Pans, July 1879. XIV  



319 
 

:



320 
 

Table 2. Checklist of Seagrasses in Sri Lanka. 

Family: Hydrocharitaceae 

Species  NCS 
2012 

GCS 
201 

Population 
trend (Global) 

Recorded Region 
in Sri Lanka 

Reference 

Halophila decipiens NT LC Increasing NE, NW, SE 1,3, 4,6,8,9,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,  

Halophila ovalis LC LC Stable SW, NW, NE, SE 1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 

22,23,24,25 

Halophila beccarii EN VU Decreasing NE, NW, SE 1,4,17,18,22,23,24 

Halophila ovata  LC Stable NW 1,4,17 

Halophila major  NA  SW, NW 27 

Halophila minor  LC Unknown NW 7,17,23,24 

Halophila stipulacea  LC Increasing NW 20 

Thalassia hemprichii NT LC Stable NW, SW, NE, SE 1,3,4,6,7,8,9,12,13,14,11,15,17,18,19,24 

Enhalus acoroides NT LC Decreasing NW, NE, SE 1,3,4,6,8,9,12,13,14,15,18 

Family: Cymodoceaceae 

Species  NCS GCS 
Population trend 
(Global) 

Recorded Region in 
Sri Lanka 

Reference 

Cymodocea rotundata NT LC Stable NW, NE, SW 3,4,6,8,9, 11,12,13,15,17, 18, 21 

Cymodocea serrulata  LC Stable NW, NE 2,3,4,6,8,9,10,13,14,15,15, 18, 21 

Halodule uninervis NT LC Stable NW, NE, SE, SW 2,3,4,6,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,17, 18 

Halodule pinifolia   LC Decreasing NE, SW 4,5,7,10,11,18, 17, 24 

Syringodium 
soetifolium 

NT LC Stable NW, NE, SW 2,4,6,8,9,11,13,14,15,17, 18, 21, 26  

Family: Ruppiaceae 

Species  NCS GCS Population trend (Global) Recorded Region in Sri Lanka Reference 

Ruppia maritima LC LC Stable NE, SE, SW 1,7,10,17,18,23, 24, 25, 

GCS: Global Conservation Status; NCS: National Conservation Status, EN: Endangered; NT: Near Threatened; LC: Least Concerned; (1): Philcox (1995); 

(2). Wadhwa (2000a); (3). Jayasuriya (1991); (4). Abeywickrama and Arulgnanam (1991); (5). Pinto and Punchihewa (1996); (6). Johnson and Johnstone 

(1995); (7). Amarasinghe et al. (2003); (8). Dahanayaka (2009); (9). Dahanayaka et al 2010; (10). NARA (2010); (11). Bandara et al. (2011); (12). Kumara 

and Udagedara (2012); (13). Udagedara and Kumara (2013); (14). Udagedara and Kumara (2014); (15). Ranatunga and Pethiyagoda (2015); (17). Silva et 

al. (2013); (18). Personal Observation-U.S.C. Udagedara; (19). Mathiventhan and Jayasingam (2004); (20). Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project 

(2019); (21). ISEANP 2014; (22). Udagedara et al 2017; (23). Samarakoon and van Zon (1991); (24). De Silva and Amarasinghe (2007); (25). Samarasekara 

(1996); (26): Wadhwa (2000b). 
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